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Acoees to Ukrainian SSR Via Poland 



1. Introduction t In recent months Project AERODYNAMIC, through its 
Ukrainian emigre group, AECASSCNTAHI-1, has begun the exploitation of a 
new means of access to the project target area, the Ukrainian 3 SR. Since 
late 1955, the liberalisation of the Polish political attitude towards 
ths Ukrainian minority in Poland (consisting of approximately 350,000 
people) has enabled the Ukrainiana there to establish numerous contacts 
with their countrymen both in the Ukrainian SSR and in the emigration in 
ths West. Thus, ths Ukrainian minority in Poland now serves as a bridge 
for PP end operational access to the Ukrainian SSR. (For a mors detailed 
study of the situation in Poland, aee Attachment 1, entitled Ukrainian 
Minority in Poland . ) 

2. Initial Action ! The initial AECA3S0WAHI-1 action began as early 
aa 195U Then the group began sending copies of their newspapers Suohasna 
Ukraine, the literary supplement Ukraine ka Literaturna Saaata, and Ukralnakyy 
Slinosfclynlk to selected individuals and libraries in Poland. When &e 
Ukrainian Social -Cultural Society (USKT) was organised in Poland in July 1956 
and began publishing its Ukrainian newspaper Nashs Slovo, copies of the 

AE CASSOWARY newspapers were sent to editorial staff *and members of the 
Society. A regular exchange of papers end correspondence was Initiated 
and contacts with other Ukrainiana in Poland were established. These 
individuals in turn sent more addresses and requested additional publica- 
tions, including Ukrainian books and information on conditions of Ukrainian 
emigres in ths West. Contact was also established with Polish libraries 
who requested scholarly works on Ukrainian history, literature, philology, 
and related subjects. 

3. Personal Contact « In late 1956, ARCA8S0HARX-1 group encouraged 
Dr. OlexaVftOjRBAcM, a politically neutral West German Ukrainian professor 
of Slavic Studies at the University of Marburg to travel to Poland (osten- 
sibly to contact Slavic scholars there) to investigate personally the pos- 
sibilities of establishing more extensive contacts with Ukrainians there, 
and to find out whether any possibilities existed of relaying literature 
and information from the West to the Ukrainian SSR. 



From the oontaota which he made in Poland, Dr. HQHBACH learned 
that the Ukrainians in Poland were in great need of factual literature in 
Ukrainian in order to revive their educational system and cultural life. 
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He also learned from contacts with professors and studsnts at Polish 
universities that much of the scholarly material on Ukrainian topics In 
Polish universities and libraries was frequently utilised by visiting 
students, profsssors, and scholars from the Ukrainian SSR. At the same 
time, information about tho West, as well ae publications and books, was 
being relayed to the Ukrainian SSR in the following ways* 

a. Ukrainians from Poland visiting relatives in Soviet Ukraine; 

b. Personal oorreapondenoe between Ukrainians of the two 
countries; 

o* Mailing of newspapers and other printed matter to the 
Ukrainian SSR; 

d. Personal contacts with visiting Soviet Ukrainian 
delegations, cultural groups, professors, and students) 

e. Polish Ukrainian students studying at universities 
in the Ukrainian SSR; 

f • Visits of msmbers of the UBKT and Maahe Sieve to 
Soviet Ukraine in an official capacity. 

U. Byansion of Activities t On the basis of this infosnatlan, the 
AEOASSCVfAii-1 group Wgan sen<iing more copies of their newspapers and 
initiated a program of sending Ukrainian literature to Ukrainians and to 
Polish univarsities and libraries. From letters received from Poland, the 
group learned that the newspapers were relayed from individual to individual 
until tho papers baeame completely tattered. Copies of the newspapers were 
also relayed into the Soviet Ukraine in letters and packages to friends 
and relatives there. 

Literature was initially sent to universities at Lublin, Warsaw, 
Vratelav, Gdansk, and other cities. Acknowledgements were received from 
all universities and request* were sent for additional literature, la 
soma eases, books were sent in exchange for the materials received. The 
greatest demand consisted of books on Ukrainian and European history, 
the Ukrainian Sneyolopedla. histories of Ukrainian literature, children's 
boon, end books <m political, social, and cultural subjects. Several 
oases were reported where students and professors from the Ukrainian SSR 
traveled to Poland under various pretexts in ordsr to consult HRUSHEVSKI's 
History of Ukraine, and other scholarly works found in Polish universities. 

The program of sending literature was gradually expanded end as 
of 1 December 1957, over 200 volvnes have been sent to Poland, of which at 
least 1$ to 20 voltnea have been relayed to Soviet Ukraine. (See Attachment 2 
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for • breakdown of the books seat into Poland, according to title end 
maker of copies, and a breakdown of individual mailings and responses. ) 

A file of over 150 addresses of institutions and individuals to whoa 
literature can be seat has been set up. Fairly accurate biographies hare 
also been collected on many of these individuals, including data on their 
poll tl sal orientations. A regular correspondence has been set up with 
over 50 Ukrainians In Poland, and arranges* nta hare been made with many 
of them (both through correspondence and personally) to have them send 
literature to the Ukrainian SSR. 

6. Further Personal Contacts 1 In order to investigate the pos- 
sibility of 1 furtheroontactwitiiDkrainians in the USSR, the AECASSCKARI-1 
group encouraged two additional trips in 1957* namely t 



. J/ a. A txlp to tlw Jfosoow louth Festival in July by Olena 
>7H0*BACH, wife of Drs^nORBACH and a Ukrainian Journalist in 
West Germany. While there she made contacts with Ukrainians 
from tiie USSR and conversed with them at great length about 
conditions in the Ukrainian SSR* (A report of her trips was 
submitted earlier, entitled "Report on a Trip to Moscow louth 
Fastirel. n ) In Moscow she also mads contact with a Ukrainian 
reporter from the newspaper Rashs Sieve in Warsaw and gathered 
further details about situation of Okraini mis in Poland j 



b* A second trip to Poland by Dr. HOI® ACM in September 
and October 1957* While there he renewed contacts and made 
additional contacts among the Ukrainians. He probed the 
possibility of increased PP action against the Ukrainian SSR 
and established means of relaying literature to Soviet Ukraine* 
The majority of his information has been Incorporated into the 
study " Ukrainian Minority in Poland", see Attachment 1.) At 
the same time, he was able to mate direct contact with a 
Ukrainian from Soviet Ukraine who questioned him at length 
about the West and gave him information on conditions in the 
Ukrainian SSR. 



As a result of the above-mentioned trips, at least four sets 
(four volumes each) of the Ukrainian Encyclopedia were relayed directly 
to the Ukrainian SSR* Arrangemente were also made for additional mailing 
of literature to Soviet Ukraine through various contacts in Poland. 

At the request of Dr* HORBAOH, a Ukrainian from Poland made a 
trip to Czechoslovakia in order to investigate the situation of the 
Ukrainians there and to learn about the possibilities of establishing 
contact with them and through them to the Ukrainian SSR. (A report on 
this trip should be forthcoming shortly.) 

As reported in the study on the Ukrainian minority in Poland, 
six Ukrainian students from Poland hare been sent to Kiev to study 
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Ukrainian literature . Or. HORBACH made arrangement* to have a report 
on their stay there and their observation* of Soviet Ukraine relayed to 
him as aeon as they return to Poland* 

7* Operational Possibilities t In view of the above developments, 
it is evident tfesC ^ie ^ effort of sending literature and PP 

materials to the Ukrainians in Poland has resulted in a strong PP action 
against the Ukrainian 8SR. This has been possible through the contacts 
established with the Ukrainians in Poland and arrangements made to relay 
at muoh literature into the Soviet Ukraine as is possible, future PP 
motion aimed against the Ukrainian SSR should be undertaken with the 
knowledge that Poland can now serve as an effective channel of informa- 
tion from the West to the Ukrainians in the USSR. Sfforts should be made 
to utilise this channel further for an intensified PP action aimed at the 
Ukrainian 681. 

At the eame time it is entirely possible to utilise the contacts 
already established by the AEGASSOWAKI-1 group among the Ukrainians in 
Poland for the development of REDSKIN or KEBSQX-type operations aimed 
against the Ukrainian SSR. Considerable intelligence information oould 
be obtained by Ukrainians in Poland (either through personal vlsite to 
the Soviet Ukraine, or through contacts with visiting Soviet Ukrainian 
groups and Individuals), and then oould bo relayed to a REDSKIN traveler 
la Poland* 

The present intolerable economic situation of many Ukrainians 
in Poland has caused many of them to petition Vie Soviet Embassy to 
permit thorn to emigrate to the Ukrainian SSR. In the event such permis- 
sion is granted, the Ukrainians thus emigrating oould bo utilised far 
relaying literature and PP materials to the Ukrainian SSR. The possibility 
of recruiting some of these Ukrainians for an intelligence mission in 
Soviet Ukraine night also be possible. It should bo noted that the 
political situation in Poland is tending towards more repression, a nd 
Should this trend increase, present operations would be seriously hindered. 
It Is therefore imperative that an increased PP motion and initiation of 
other operations be started as soon as possible. 

8* Recommended Action * Approval has been given the AE0AS80VVAKI-1 
group to increase their mailing program in the next few months, including 
an intensified effort to send as muoh literature as possible via Poland 
to the Ukrainian SSR. (Inoluded as Attachment 3 Is a tentative list of 
materials to bo mailed and the master of copies of eaoh needed.) Further 
expansion of this program will be limited by the insufficient amount of 
funds available under the current AERODINAJdc budget. 



Additional trips to Poland and the Ukrainian SSR should be made 
possible in order to establish further contacts and to obtain more informa- 
tion on the conditions in the Ukrainian SSR. Trips oould be mads by Ukrain- 
ians in the ■■‘Ost who could ostensibly visit their relatives in Poland and 
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the Ukrainian S6R but who could be briefed on Bps elf ic udasion* 



literature and nominal fund* should be made available to 
AECASBOWAKI-1 representatives in Fails, Munich, London, Bene, Belgium, 
and Austria, In order to aid than in making contacts with visiting 
Ukrainian delegations and tourists. Besides relaying literature to 
them, they could obtain information on the Ukrainian SSR. Such a contact 
was made by the AECASSGWAHT representative in Pari a with a Polish Ukrainian 
architect from Gdansk* The architect was willing to t*k» bask a con- 
siderable amount of literature to Poland, Including several sets of the 
Ukrainian Ensmlopedia . One of these sets he relayed to the Ukrainian 
Sol upon his iwturn to Poland* Be also stated that the Ukrainian bosks 
that he had brought back ware literally snatched away from him by other 
Ukrainians, so hungry ere they for Information about the West. 

9. Ornaments and suggestions from the addressees will be appreciated. 
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1 - 3 as described in memo 



